
2016 Vermont Cooperative Summit and 

AVCU's 69th Annual Meeting & Convention 
Attendee Registration & Information Kit 

Do you know that credit unions are 
financial cooperatives? Of course you 
do, because you're an employee or 
volunteer of a Vermont credit union.  

But you might be surprised to learn that 
a large percentage of the general public 
is not aware that credit unions have the 

identical business structure as 
thousands of agricultural, food, electric, 

housing, and other cooperatives 
throughout the state and the nation. 

AVCU wants to make consumers and 
legislators more aware that credit 
unions and cooperatives in other 
sectors are an important part of 

Vermont's business landscape.  That's 
why we're inviting all representatives 

from member-owned businesses in the 
state and the region to join us for the 

2016 Cooperative Summit and AVCU's 
69th Annual Meeting & Convention. 

Please examine the exciting roster of 
events and speakers we have planned 
for both of these terrific conferences 
and we hope you'll join us in May.  
Deeply discounted Annual Meeting 
early bird registration packages are 

available to personnel at Vermont credit 
unions until Friday, March 25.  See 

page 4 for details and important dates. 

Questions or inquiries can be directed to 
Conference Manager John Cote by email to 

JohnCote@vermontcreditunions.coop or 
phone at 802-863-7848 x 7033. 

Sheraton Burlington Hotel & 

Conference Center ... May 12-15, 2016 

mailto:jcote@vcul.org?subject=2016%20Exhibitor%20/%20Sponsor%20inquiry
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Cooperatives of all types are coming together 
May 12-13 for the Vermont Cooperative Summit 
at the Sheraton Burlington Hotel.  The Summit 
will bring together leaders of all cooperative 
sectors in Vermont and New England for 
education, networking, a vendor trade show, 
and to hear how cooperatives impact the 
economic vitality of our state and its consumers. 
The Summit will culminate on Friday afternoon 
with a political forum of 2016 Vermont 
gubernatorial candidates that is certain to draw 
interest among media and the general public.  

Summit participants also are welcome to register for and attend the Association of 
Vermont Credit Union's Annual Meeting & Convention over the weekend for even 
more high level speakers and networking opportunities. 

2016 Cooperative Summit & AVCU 69
th

 Annual Meeting Event Schedule 

Thursday, 5/12 

5:30 - 7:00 PM   Registration open / Social Reception 

6:00 - 9:00 PM   Take-a-Chance Auction ticket sales 

7:00 - 9:30 PM   Coop Summit Opening Banquet & Speakers 

 

Friday, 5/13 

8:00 AM - 9:00 PM  Registration Open / Take-a-Chance Auction ticket sales 

8:00 - 11:30 AM  Continental Breakfast / General Sessions & Speakers 

11:45 - 12:45 PM  Networking Luncheon 

1:00 - 2:30 PM   Vermont Gubernatorial Candidate Political Forum 

2:30 - 6:30 PM   Exhibitor Hall / Vendor door prizes / Cash Booth Grab 

6:30 - 9:00 PM   AVCU Annual Meeting Opening Banquet & Speakers 

 

Saturday, 5/14 
7:30 - 10:00 AM  Roundtable Breakfast Forums (three separate tracks) 

7:30 - 12:00 PM  Registration open / Take-a-Chance Auction ticket sales 

10:15 - 12:00 PM Keynote presentation by Vermont's own Murray Banks 
12:00 - 1:15 PM  Lunch / Take-a-Chance Auction winners randomly drawn 

1:15 - 2:30 PM  Breakout Sessions (to be announced) 

2:30 - 5:00 PM  Luxury Coach shuttles to Shelburne Museum 

3:00 - 4:00 PM  AVCU 69
th
 Annual Business Meeting 

5:30 - 6:30 PM  Social Reception, Pizzagalli Center, Shelburne Museum 

6:30 - 8:30 PM  69
th
 Anniversary Action Station Banquet & Music 

8:00 - 9:30 PM  Luxury Coach shuttles return to Sheraton Hotel 

 

Sunday, 5/15 

7:30 - 9:30 AM   Breakfast / Murray Banks' closing Keynote presentation 
9:30 AM  Fabulous Parting Gift winner is randomly drawn 

9:45 AM  Convention closes 

2016 Cooperative Summit Highlights 

 Opening Banquet Keynote by Howard 

Brodsky of CCA Global Partners. 

 General sessions by George 
Hofheimer of Filene Research 
Institute, Joe Bergeron of AVCU, and 

Roberta Macdonald of Cabot. 

 Presentation of Vermont consumer 
attitudes about credit unions and 
cooperatives and the impact they have 
on the state and national economies. 

 Interactive Political Forum of Gubernatorial Candidates and their opinions on 
issues of interest to representatives of all Vermont cooperatives. 

 

AVCU's 69th Annual Meeting & Convention Highlights 

 Friday afternoon Exhibitor Hall showcasing businesses that offer products and 
services to credit unions and cooperatives in all business sectors.   

 Cash Booth entertainment in the Exhibitor Hall for lucky attendees to grab as 
many multi-colored fake bills as possible while they're circulated by a high 
powered fan … then exchange the fakes for real cash and prizes! 

 Our Take-a-Chance Auction, where a $2 ticket could win you a fabulous prize, 
will run from Thursday afternoon through noon on Saturday when the lucky 
winning tickets will be drawn during lunch. 

 Saturday morning Roundtable Breakfast Forum panels featuring CUNA 
President / CEO Jim Nussle, George Hofheimer, Credit Union Executives 
Society's 2015 Next Top CU Executive Jimese Harkley, NCUA Region One 
Director Larry Blankenberger, and Deputy Commissioner of the Vermont 
Department of Financial Regulation Cynthia Stuart.  See page 3 for pictures, 
panelist bios, and how registered attendees can submit questions or topics for 
discussion during these interactive and informative roundtable forums. 

 Opening keynote presentation on Saturday morning and closing keynote 
presentation on Sunday morning by Vermont's own triathlete and international 

ski champion Murray Banks. 

 Spend Saturday afternoon touring the iconic Shelburne Museum's collection of  
more than 150,000 works including Impressionist paintings, folk art, quilts and 
textiles, decorative arts, furniture, American paintings, a dazzling array of 17th 
to 20th century artifacts, and the Steamboat Ticonderoga.  Then enjoy a social 
reception and AVCU's 69th Anniversary Action Station banquet spread 
throughout the halls and patio of the Pizzagalli Center for Art and Education. 

 Finish the weekend with a smile on your face by winning Sunday morning's 
Fabulous Parting Gift when your lucky ticket is drawn after the closing keynote. 

69th Annual Meeting  

& Convention 



Coop Summit & Annual Meeting Speakers 
Howard Brodsky is Co-Founder, Chairman, and Co-Chief 
Executive Officer of CCA Global Partners, one of the largest 
privately held companies in the country and the second largest 
private company in New Hampshire. With CCA, he and his founding 
team have created a cooperative retail powerhouse comprised of 13 
affiliated companies with aggregated sales of over $10 billion. 

George Hofheimer is Chief Knowledge Officer at Filene 
Research Institute where he arms credit unions in North America 
and Australia with creative and practical ideas they need to compete. 
He leads a portfolio of 30 consumer finance research projects 
annually, overseas an innovation think tank, guides a credit union 
young professionals community and is building a financial product 
incubator for low and moderate-income consumers. 

Joe Bergeron is the President / CEO of the Association of 
Vermont Credit Unions.  For more than three decades, he has 
represented and advocated for credit unions in Vermont and across 
the country.  A past CUNA board member, Joe currently serves on 
the National Cooperative Business Association Board. 

Roberta Macdonald is Senior Vice President of Marketing for 
Cabot Cooperative Creamery.  "Berta" brings 27 years experience on 
consumer product and event marketing to the Summit.  She has 
helped turn the small, farm family owned dairy cooperative into a 
national player through creative and award-winning campaigns.  

Jim Nussle is the President and CEO of the Credit Union 
National Association, a position he assumed in September of 2014. 
He is a former eight-term Republican congressman from Iowa and in 
2007 was selected by President Bush to join his Cabinet as the 36

th
 

director of the Office of Management and Budget, the largest office 
within the Executive Office of the President.  

Jimese Harkley is the Philanthropy and Community Relations 
Manager for America's First FCU, a $1.4 billion institution serving 
more than 136,000 members from 18 locations in the Birmingham, 
AL area. In November, after an exhaustive international search and 
project-based competition, Jimese was named 2015's Next Top CU 
Executive by the Credit Union Executives Society. 

Larry J. Blankenberger is the Director of NCUA's Region 1 
office located in Albany, NY.  He is responsible for the oversight of 
federal credit unions and the examination and supervision programs 
for all federally insured credit unions in all six New England states, 
as well as Michigan, New York and Wisconsin. 

 

Coop Summit & Annual Meeting Speakers 

Cynthia Stuart is deputy commissioner of the Banking Division 
of the Vermont Department of Financial Regulation, a position she 
has held since January of 2015.  In this role, she oversees the 
Division that regulates and examines a variety of entities including 
credit unions, banks, lenders, mortgage brokers, sales finance 
companies, debt adjusters, and money servicers.  

Vermont's own Murray Banks has been a speaker and 
trainer since 1984 when he began creating his niche for 
creating custom tailored keynotes. While all speakers 
aspire to personalize their presentations, Murray 
developed that skill as an educator, teaching at every 
level from grade school to graduate school!  

Murray's passion for teaching was recognized in 1982 
when he was honored as Vermont’s Teacher of the 
Year for Physical Education and again a year later 
when he received the Outstanding Educator Award 
from the national association now known as the Society 
of Health and Physical Educators (SHAPE America).  

Read more about Murray's diverse career as an educator, author, four-time 
national champion triathlete, and masters world champion cross-country skier on 
his website.  You'll also learn how he incorporates all of these elements into his 
custom crafted keynotes to educate, motivate, inspire, and entertain his audience. 

When selecting your preferred Roundtable Breakfast Forum at registration, 
be sure to check the "Participate in the discussion" box so AVCU will 

contact you later by email to submit a question or topic to your panel. 

This year's new Roundtable Breakfast Forum panels on Saturday morning are a 
perfect opportunity for you to interact with our panelists by asking them a question 
or suggesting a discussion topic for their forum.  Here's what to do: 

1) When filling out your Eventbrite registration, if your chosen discount 
package includes the breakfast roundtables, or if you register for them on an a 
la carte basis, you'll be prompted to select the panel forum that you are most 
interested in attending.  Select:  
 
 A) Executive Management with Jim Nussle;  
 B) Volunteer Leadership with Larry Blankenberger & Cynthia Stuart; or 
 C) YP / Career Development with George Hofheimer & Jimese Harkley. 
 
2) After making your selection, you'll be asked "Would you like to participate in 
the discussion?" Simply check the box and AVCU will contact you by 
email in early April so that you can submit your question or discussion topic. 
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FAQs, Deadlines & Registration Packages 
How do I register for the 2016 Cooperative Summit and / or AVCU's 69th 
Annual Meeting & Convention?  Online registration via Eventbrite opens 
Monday, February 8

th
.  Please note that three types of registrations are available. 

1) 2016 Vermont Cooperative Summit 
registrations are open to everyone.  All Coop 
Summit registrations must be paid for with a 
credit card when submitted.   

2) 69
th

 Annual Meeting a la carte registrations 
are open to everyone.  All Annual Meeting a la 
carte registrations must be paid for with a credit 
card when submitted. 

3) 69
th

 Annual Meeting discount package registrations are for use only by 
AVCU member credit unions and our endorsed business partner companies.  
They include multiple convention meals and events at significantly reduced cost to 
a la carte.  AVCU prefers to invoice those with whom we have an ongoing business 
relationship, so these charges are listed as "Free" on Eventbrite with the price 
noted in the ticket title. 

IMPORTANT:  Before submitting any type of registration for the Cooperative 
Summit or AVCU's Annual Meeting, please read and make sure you understand 
our Event Registration Policy (below right) as exceptions cannot be made. 
 
How do I reserve overnight accommodations?  Overnight accommodations 
are not included with any type of registration.  Use one of the links below to 
make reservations within our Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center block and 
receive the discounted rate of $162 per room per night (plus applicable taxes). 

Our block expires on April 20, 2016 and attendees are advised to reserve well in 
advance as our block typically sells out before the expiration date.  A credit card will 
be needed to guarantee the reservation and to check-in upon arrival. 

Click to book for the 2016 Cooperative Summit (arriving WED 5/11 or THU 5/12, 
departing FRI 5/13) 

Click to book for AVCU's 69th Annual Meeting (arriving THU 5/12, FRI 5/13 or 
SAT 5/14, departing FRI 5/13, SAT 5/14 or SUN 5/15) 

Important Deadlines 

March 25 - Submit / change / cancel Annual Meeting Early Bird* registrations. 

March 25 - Submit AVCU Board of Directors Candidate applications 

April 20 - Sheraton Hotel room block and discount rate expires 

April 22 - Make changes to credit union delegate designations 

April 22 - Submit / change / cancel Coop Summit, Annual Meeting a la carte, 
    or Annual Meeting Standard discount package registrations^ 

April 29 - Submit Roundtable Breakfast Forum Questions / Discussion topics 

 Discounted Annual Meeting Attendee Packages 
Submit Early Bird* registrations by March 25 

and save up to 20% off a la carte pricing! 

 

Individual's Full Weekend - Early Bird* $495 / Standard^ $525 

Included for 1 person: Every meal, reception, education session, and event 
from 2:30 PM Friday through Sunday.  

Couple's Full Weekend - Early Bird* $890 / Standard^ $985 

Included for 1 primary attendee plus 1 guest: Every meal, reception, 
education session, and event from 2:30 PM Friday through Sunday. 

Education & Entertainment - Early Bird* $390 / Standard^ $440 

Included for 1 person: Saturday Roundtable breakfast panel of your choice, 
Murray Banks' opening keynote, lunch, Shelburne Museum entry with Anniversary 
banquet, and Sunday breakfast with Murray Banks' closing keynote.  

Guest's "Meals Only" - Early Bird* $380 / Standard^ $430 

Included for 1 person as a guest of a primary attendee: Friday reception and 
opening banquet, Saturday breakfast (please note that access to the Roundtable 
panels is excluded from this package), lunch, Shelburne Museum entry with 
Anniversary banquet, and Sunday breakfast with Murray Banks' closing keynote.  

NEW for 2016! 

CU Employee Career Development - Early Bird* $175 / Standard^ $195 

Included for 1 person: Saturday Roundtable breakfast panel of your choice, 
Murray Banks' opening keynote, and networking lunch. 

This new discount package gives CEOs and senior executives a unique and 
inexpensive way to reward, educate, and inspire the next generation of young 
leaders at your credit union. For less than the cost of a Webinar, your Head 
Tellers, Front-line Supervisors, and other developing department managers can 
interact with our VIP breakfast forum panelists, experience a Murray Banks 
keynote, and network over lunch with their fellow young professionals at other 
Vermont credit unions.  Don't miss this affordable opportunity to enhance and 
nurture the passion your young leaders have for the credit union movement! 

AVCU's Event Registration Policy 

* Annual Meeting Early Bird discount package registrations (EBRs) must be submitted via Eventbrite 
by 5:00 PM on March 25, 2016 and may not be cancelled or changed after that date. AVCU will 
invoice your credit union or company for all EBRs shortly thereafter. Any EBR for which AVCU does 
not receive payment by 5/2/16 will be converted to a Standard Registration with the higher fee 
applying. Although EBRs may not be changed in any way after 3/25/16, we will allow credit unions or 
companies to substitute a different attendee for the previously submitted EBR until 5:00 PM ET on 
4/22/16. 

^ Coop Summit, Annual Meeting a la carte, and Annual Meeting Standard discount package 
registrations can be submitted via Eventbrite anytime before 5:00 PM on 4/22/16 and can be changed 
or cancelled prior to that deadline. All Annual Meeting standard discount package registrations in effect 
at the 4/22/16 deadline will be invoiced after the convention.  

Click here to register for the 

Coop Summit and / or 

AVCU's Annual Meeting via 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/VTcooperative
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/AVCU2016
https://avcu67att.eventbrite.com/
https://avcu67att.eventbrite.com/
https://avcu67att.eventbrite.com/
https://avcu-2016-attreg.eventbrite.com/

